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INSIDE:
Refurbishment Of Our Pool
Swimming is so much fun

What We’Ve Been Up To
Spring Term at Greenfield

Our Pool Gets a Make Over
As many of you will be aware at Greenfield School we are fortunate enough to house a
Hydro Therapy swimming pool. This pool has a significant impact upon the physical and
emotional welling of many pupils within the school. It enhances physical development and
also builds upon pupil’s confidence and self esteem.
The swimming pool was first opened in 1973 it was the result of significant fund raising by
the Mendicants of Merthyr Tydfil. In 1993 the pool was refurbished with what was then
considered to be a state of the art lighting show with blackout blind to create a magnificent
atmosphere which has benefitted our child immeasurably. However, after twenty one years
of constant use the lighting experiences became fewer and fewer as the system has dated.
This year Mrs Conway was invited by the Aberfan Trust Committee to submit a bid for a
project that would support the education of pupils at Greenfield School.
Mrs Conway put forward a request for funding to enable us to update the lighting show
originally fitted by SpaceKraft at a cost of £20,000, she also made a bid for new blackout
blinds. The total cost of the project was £24,000. Our bid to the Trust Fund was successful and
a sum of £10,000 donated to assist us in this project development.
The outstanding balance was met by Sir Stanley Thomas OBE and once again we remain
indebted to his generosity and commitment to improving the learning experiences of pupils
at Greenfield School.
SpaceKraft refitted the lighting system during the February half term and our pupils can once
again enjoy this magical experience. The new system is fully computer operational and
provides us with the opportunity to create bespoke programmes for each class.
All the staff and pupils at Greenfield wish to thank both the Aberfan Trust Fund committee
and Sir Stanley Thomas OBE for their substantial contribution to our educational provision and
will in the near future invite all those concerned to witness the pleasure and enjoyment that
this facility brings to us. Just look at the joy on the faces of our RTF group swimming.

School Web-Site

Tea & Cake

Look out for the new and improved
re-launch of the school website. The
website will be active during the
Summer Term, parents, carers and
pupils will be able to use it to locate
information and keep up to date
with school news. Pupils will be able
to access the ‘hwb+’ both at home
and in school to support them in a
range of tasks.

As part of Eco Schools and Keep
Wales Tidy Campaign we held a
Tea and Cake Afternoon. We used
fair trade tea and coffee, as we are
working towards achieving a Fair
Trade Award. The afternoon raised an
impressive £200. Some of the money
raised will be donated to Keep Wales
Tidy and some will go towards a new
school minibus.

School Council News
School council have been working on their action plan and have made good progress.
Pupils have gathered nominations from the Junior staff to help support and new files have
been created.
Pupils have been awarded funding from New Directions to purchase t-shirts and hoodies
that help support the school council status within the building. Pupils have measured and
ordered the clothing and are excitedly awaiting the delivery of their new t-shirts. School
council are hoping that they will be able to wear their new uniforms in the Summer Term.
School council have registered on the Super Ambassador website and have attended the
events linked to this project.
Super Ambassador has three main missions:
1.
Telling children in their school all about the Children’s Commissioner for Wales, what
he does and how to get in touch with his office.
2.
Letting children, teachers and parents know about children’s rights and the UNCRC.
3.
Doing a special mission for the Commissioner.
Check out this link http://www.superambassadors.org.uk/home
Next on the school council action plan there is a focus on Anti Bullying. All pupils are going
to take part in a survey to obtain everyone’s views. From the outcomes of the survey pupils
are going to work on a project.

ZooLab
Lauren from ZooLab visited Greenfield;
she brought hermit crabs, giant African
millipedes, scorpions, corn snakes, rats
and tarantulas. Lauren showed us how
to treat animals with love and care. She
let us hold, stroke and touch the animals.
She told lots of facts about the animals
and told us the diet of different animals.
She told us snakes can eat dead
mice…….yuck! We had a wonderful
afternoon.

Student Assistant Program (SAP)
The Student Assistant Programme provides a safe, supportive environment for pupils to
talk about challenges in their lives.
The safe, confidential environment of group meetings provides pupils with an opportunity
to express themselves and their feelings. Pupils may find that they have concerns that are
similar to others in the group and realise they are not alone. This understanding may help
them to evaluate attitudes and behaviours that they can choose to change. They may
learn additional skills for managing their personal life and discover new ways to utilise
their skills.
Each group meets for one hour a week for a period of eight weeks, each session takes
place the same time each week. SAP has shown to have a positive impact on the
students in Greenfield.
Here are some of the pupils’ comments:
“I like SAP because I like talking to different people.”
“It makes me feel happy.”
“I am now confident speaking to others.”

G1 Exploring Colour
This term in G1 our topic has been bears. We
have been reading the story, ‘Brown Bear,
Brown Bear, What Can You See?’ We have
been exploring all the different colours in the
story. We all enjoyed making a ‘Green Frog’;
we painted it and then used glue to stick on
lots of different textures. Evan is looking for the
frogs hidden in the spaghetti.
Some of us went on a shopping trip to the Coop to buy spring onions to see what it would
be like to paint with them. We bought leeks
and potatoes to make soup. Our teachers
helped us to chop up the leeks and potatoes
to make soup. We went for a walk with along
the Trevithick Trail to find the characters that
are in the Brown Bear story. We found the
goldfish and we saw a horse. We enjoyed
eating our lollypops and having a rest before
returning to school. Logan is able to use
the workstation independently; he used the
TEACCH system to transfer stars on the traffic
lights to gain his rewards.

Spring Term in G2
This term we have been working on developing
our pre-writing skills and to develop these skills
we follow the Write Dance programme with a G2
twist. We make large random marks, horizontal
marks, vertical marks and circular marks in a
variety of media such as spaghetti, shaving
foam, paint, gloop and chalk. We make marks to
upbeat songs such as ‘We Like To Move It, Move
It’ from the film Madagascar.
During this activity we have lots of fun and get
our hands really messy.
For our yellow fortnight we turned our hands to
cooking. We all worked
together to follow a visual recipe and make
custard. We had fun measuring out the custard
powder, pouring in the milk, stirring the mixture
then popped it into the microwave to cook it.
We couldn’t wait for the custard to cool down for
us to add the bananas and eat it!
We treated our parents to some heart shaped
chocolates on Valentine’s Day. We melted the
chocolate in the microwave and then poured
into heart shaped moulds. We also collaged
hearts using red material practising our tearing,
ripping and cutting skills.

Language & Play
During this term we have linked the Foundation Phase Departments topic of
Bears into our Language and Play sessions. We have used the same book as class
G1 ‘ Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Can You See?’ to explore colours and each
week we have been introduced to a new colour and fun activities to promote
our communication and play skills. We have had lots of fun crawling through the
camouflaged tunnel, exploring leaves by touch, pouring and filling containers
with green peas and fishing for magnetic fish. We have sung some of our favourite
rhymes this term which we have been able to link to the book such as ‘Three Cheeky
Monkeys’, ‘Three Little Speckled Frogs’ and ‘Three Little Ducks’. We have used finger
puppets to reinforce counting as we sing.
This term Language and Play has moved location. We have been based in the ICC
building next door to the school. Pupils have responded well to this change and it
also allows us to be extra messy with our activities.

Spring Term in G3 & G4
Our topic this term has been ‘Homes and Castles’. In Literacy, we have read a selection of stories
including traditional tales such as ‘Cinderella’, ‘The Three Little Pigs’, ‘Goldilocks’ and ‘Jack and the
Beanstalk’. We have enjoyed taking on the role of different characters and acting out the stories.
We even had a visit from two actors who brought in costumes so we could dress up as knights in
shining armour. We really enjoyed watching them use their bows and arrows on the field. In our
Welsh sessions, we have learnt the names of different types of homes in Welsh and have used the
Fflic and Fflac puppets in our theatre to practise saying our address.
We have also enjoyed learning about the different festivals in spring. Pancake Day was one of our
favourites, where we enjoyed smashing eggs to make our batter mixture. We tried lots of different
toppings such as maple syrup, sugar and lemon and strawberry and chocolate sauce. We enjoyed
trying different Welsh foods for St David’s Day and learning about Welsh culture. We have recently
started learning about Easter and as we have been learning about electricity, we used the toaster
to make hot cross buns and talked about the symbol of the cross. We also used the microwave to
make birds nest cakes. During Forest School, we have had lots of fun participating in Easter egg
races and egg hunts.
In Science we have been learning about electricity and have found out about electrical items
around the house and at school. We have talked about where it comes from and how to use it
safely. We have experienced using electrical items in class, in the interactive room and during
cooking activities. We have used the toaster, microwave and explored what happens when we put
things in the fridge. We have also used the computers and i-Pads in our ICT sessions to reinforce this
learning.

G5 Get Busy Outside
Spring and G5 has been very busy in Forest Schools. We helped the birds survive the winter by
making “Tree Spirit Bird Feeders”. We used flour, couscous and water to make our masks and hid
them on the trees for the birds to find. Pancake Day this year was celebrated in Forest Schools. We
had fun finding our hidden gold coins and bringing them back to our log circle so that we could
exchange them for tasty pancakes and delicious toppings. In the first week of Spring we planted
a new hedge outside the Primary Department fence. These special saplings were kindly donated
to us by our friends at the Woodland Trust.
Since returning from Christmas break we have made cards for many different occasions. For
Valentine’s Day we designed our own heart shaped cards, decorated them with glitter and
wrote love messages inside them. The past few weeks we have been working hard on making
special Mother’s Day cards. We took self portraits with the class i-Pads and slotted them into our
homemade photo frames that we decorated with flowers.
This term our theme has been “Time Lord”. As part of the topic we used our thinking skills to
make “Fruit Monsters”. We used lots of different fruits, some sweet and some sour to construct our
monster. After it was created, we eat it! Which we enjoyed! Hahaaaaa.

S1 get Colourful

Our spring topic was ‘Wonder World of Colours’. Every week we visited the library in Merthyr Tydfil to look
for books related to our theme.
We read and enjoyed many story books and explored a range of non-fictions books.
We enjoy going to the library, we get to look at nice new books and use their computer suite to read
and listen to stories on the web.
So far we have read and explored books about Africa, China and Wales.
We all have our own library cards and are allowed to choose one book each week to bring back to
school with us.
We love going to the library…
We also love our Read, Write Inc sessions. We have been learning lots of new sounds. To make our
sessions really interesting we like to get creative and make things which start with the sound were are
learning. Our favourite sound was ‘r’; we got to make robots and rockets out of recycled items.

S2 become Time Lords
S2 have been exploring a Time Lord theme. We have looked at the
reasons for day and night and how shadows are created.
We used the outdoor area on a sunny day to use our bodies as human
sundials. To do this we found magnetic North on a compass, faced this
direction then stood with our backs to the sun.
We marked the position of our shadow with chalk at 10am, then tracked
the hours through the day and noted how the shadow moved according
to the sun’s apparent position.
We can now use this to tell the approximate time without having to look at
a watch!

Math Challenge in S3
Senior 3 have been busy working on their Language and
Literacy scheme plus Big Maths Challenges.
In particular Senior 3 have enjoyed working in History and
Geography on the sinking of the Titanic. This has proved to be
a fascinating subject for the pupils. Pupils have completed
pieced of art work plus excellent literacy work – imagining
themselves aboard the Titanic when it struck the iceberg. A
class display can also be seen illustrating their work.

S4 watch The Muppets
The pupils in S4 have been very busy accessing the community.
As part of our work on ‘The wonderful world of colour’ we visited Cantref Farm.
We had great fun playing in the ball pits and using the slides. We were very brave.
On April 2nd we celebrated World Autistic Day. Vue Cinema in Merthyr Tydfil, very
kindly invited us to a special, autism friendly viewing of the Muppets movie. We
caught the train to Merthyr and walked to the cinema.
We loved the film, it was great fun.
Afterwards we had lunch at Mc Donald’s and caught the train back to school.
We thoroughly enjoyed the whole day, our staff were very proud of us all.

S5 becoming Independent
During this term Senior 5 have enjoyed learning about how to become more
independent when accessing community provisions.
Every week we access a wide range of facilities including Cwm Cycling,
Rhydycar Leisure Centre and various shopping outlets throughout the borough.
We have been focusing on becoming more confident when interacting with
people in the community such as shop workers, waiters and the general public.
The majority of the class are now able to access public transport
independently by using their bus passes. We are now looking forward to
exploring further into the community over the coming weeks.
Every Thursday morning we have a P.A.T (Pets As Therapy) dog that visits the
school.
Our dog is an Irish Wolf Hound called Alfie. Alfie is a very gentle dog that the
pupils love interacting with. We are currently developing the “Read to Dogs”
scheme, whereby pupils are encouraged to either read to the dog or tell him
a story of their choice in order to develop their confidence when reading or
speaking aloud.

S6 Celebrate

In senior 6 we have been studying the story
of ‘The Fish that could Wish’ in our Language
and Literacy scheme.
We have been celebrating our welsh culture
alongside our St. David’s Day concert. We
worked as a class to make a collage of Tom
Jones.
We have been studying different types of
bulbs and seeds and have conducted an
experiment to see what factors plants need
to grow. This was a lot of fun and we worked
out that it needed all four elements to grow
to the best of its ability.
We have been working on our money
skills and out in the community. As a class
we have worked really well and enjoyed
improving our money management skills.

S7 Geting Fit
Senior 7 have been extremely busy completing Edexcel coursework. We have
been out and about, engaging with people and developing our social skills.
We have been visiting Aberfan Leisure Centre every Tuesday afternoon to take
part in gym and swimming sessions. We enjoy spending time with S6 class and
taking part in sporting activities together. We have lunch in the café afterwards,
that’s the best part!
We have set up a saving scheme within our class using the remainder of our
weekly ‘Breakfast Club’ money. We saved enough money to try to develop our
outdoor area. We researched prices of gardening equipment using our laptops
and found the cheapest places to purchase items. We visited lots of D&Y shops
and priced up gardening items to try and find the best prices. We bought bags
of compost and lots of different seeds and hanging baskets. It’s starting to
look very pretty outside our classroom now! We really enjoy gardening in our
class and will soon be visiting Cyfarthfa Greenhouses to take part in gardening
activities.

SL1’s Jacket Potato Enterprise
Senior Leavers 1 thoroughly enjoy their Jacket Potato enterprise. The pupils make jacket potatoes
every Monday and offer them to staff at a price of £2.00.
The pupils have completed lots of questionnaires to find out staff favourite jacket potato fillings. The
most popular fillings are cheese and beans, chilli and chicken curry.
On average we make 20 jacket potatoes each week. Every Friday, we go around all the classes
with an order form, we then create shopping lists and go shopping for all the ingredients.
The pupils all enjoy the experience of shopping, cooking and serving the staff.
They are currently saving their money to buy an i-Pod and docking station for the class. The class are
looking forward to going shopping for this at the end of term.
This is what SL1 enjoy doing for their enterprise project:
Carla Morgan, “I like handling the money and going around the classes finding out their orders.”
Jessica Lambourne, “I like cooking the jacket potatoes. I enjoy serving all the customers best.”
Luke Burgess, “I like cooking the chicken curry best.”
’

SL2 Get Animated
Senior Leavers 2 was fortunate to participate in an animation workshop with Zoom Cymru; a
professional company which offer film and media training for young people. Zoom showed a
range of short films they had created, before supporting pupils to create and then professionally
animate their own characters for a short film.
To view pupils animations follow the link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHlR4lEFBrk
We are extremely proud of the students in Senior Leavers 2. On discovering a pupil in our school
has suffered from leukaemia. They decided they would like to do something to help other children
with the same illness. They independently chose to complete a sponsored walk to raise money for
LATCH; a Welsh charity which supports young people suffering from cancer. They planned the route
for their sponsored walk before writing letters to parents and carers asking for sponsorship. Students
walked from Pentrebach to Quakers Yard and back. It was a very challenging walk but everyone
supported and encouraged each other throughout. Staff and pupils are extremely proud that a
grand total of £503 was raised for LATCH.
Pupils have discussed things they have enjoyed doing this term. This is what they said:
Sarah Lambourne, “I enjoy cooking because it will help me when I leave home.”
Keenen Foulkes, “I like visiting Rhydycar gym because it keeps me fit and healthy.”
Leighanna Thomas, “I enjoyed creating a PowerPoint about the history of horror films and
presenting it to my class.”
Ben Cadwallader, “I learned how to make a webpage for a business; I would use it to advertise my
painting and decorating business.”

Work Experience
Some of our senior pupils
attended work experience
in partnership with Careers
Wales. Pupils were placed
in local schools, at Sixty-Sixty
Coaches, Wilkinson, Aberfan
Community Centre, Greenhill
Manor, Merthyr Library,
Roberts Hair Salon, Creative
Signs and the Co-operative
store.
All of our pupils enjoyed
their placements which
provided them with a
good understanding of the
working environment and
has given them an insight
into possible future career
choices. All pupils gained
skills and experience and
grew in confidence. One
pupil has been invited back
to volunteer at his work
placement.

Comenius
Thee third and final Comenius visit was to
Sweden on Sunday 6th April – Friday 11th
April 2014. Two staff and five pupils will visit
the SEN school in Vasteras, as part of the
`For a Safer World’ project.
During the visit they went to the local
Biogas Plant, where rotting vegetable
matter/material produces gas, which
in turn produces fuel for the local bus
network. If only Merthyr were to do this!
The group also visited the city of
Stockholm and Silver Mine. The project
will be completed in August/September
2014 where all findings on recycling and
renewable energy within the four countries
will be amalgamated and a final report will
be written.

Life Outdoors
Over the past year we have been developing the outdoor provisions. There are a range of outdoor
activities available during break and lunch times. These include tennis, football, creative play
including; play dough tables, a music area, using construction equipment alongside gardening and
having a reading area. We are now looking at developing Outdoor Learning and implementing this
into the school curriculum. We are looking at developing a role play area such as a building site, post
office and a shop. Anybody who has an expertise or items related to these areas please contact the
school.

Swimming Gala
On 6th March our school attended a swimming gala at Cardiff
International Swimming Pool. Pupils took part in a range of events such
as 25m front crawl and 25m back stroke.
In each event all pupils swam against up to 9 other competitors from
different schools all over South Wales. Some students were very nervous
but overcame their fears and performed to the best of their ability. Each
pupil came back feeling a huge sense of achievement. Greenfield
excelled with a total of 4 bronze, 7 silver and 7 gold medals collected. It
was a very proud day for Greenfield School.

Athletics

On March 27th forty-four pupils were entered in athletics heats at
Leckwith Stadium, Cardiff. All were entered in three events each; one
running event, one throwing event and one jumping event.
The athletics team are all anxiously awaiting the results of the heats to
see who has qualified for the finals in May. Good luck to all the hopeful
athletes.

Gymnastics
At Greenfield we offer a gymnastics club every Monday lunch time for
all pupils to attend. Leading on from this we compete in a variety of
gymnastic competitions. On Friday 14th March, 11 pupils travelled down
to Lewis Boys School to take part in the Rotary Welsh Schools Disability
Gymnastics Championships. All of our pupils came in place positions
receiving trophy, ribbons and medals. In two weeks time 7 of our pupils
are going to be competing at the South Wales finals at the Sport Wales
National Centre in Cardiff.

Football
Here at Greenfield we provide a range of sporting activities with
football being the most popular, therefore we hold a football club at
lunch times 4 days a week. We recently have been involved in three
football tournaments at various other special schools. Our pupils take
a lot from these experiences both sporting and valuable life skills. The
school football team always try their hardest, work well as a team and
always enjoy themselves playing football.

Rugby
Every Tuesday lunch we hold rugby practice in which both boys and
girls attend. We recently took part in a school’s rugby competition
where our pupils hold a good record of 9 wins and 3 losses. They really
enjoyed the day, displayed good sportsmanship and worked very well
as a team.

Zumba
We have introduced a Zumba club every Tuesday and Thursday at
lunchtime. It proved so popular that in aid of Sports Relief we held
a whole school Zumbathon. We had a fun packed afternoon whilst
keeping fit and raising money for a worth while cause.

National No Smoking Day

School Choir

On National No Smoking Day our school nurse Mair BevanGreenfield School Choir started just before
Williams spoke to every class in Greenfield discussing the
dangers of smoking. Younger children listened to stories Christmas, it’s still going strong with just over 20
about the dangers of smoking and older students looked at pupils. Every Friday afternoon at 2pm pupils
from the Senior School meet in the hall, to
the impact smoking may have on our lungs.
sing songs that they have chosen over the
previous weeks. The choir like to sing chart
songs, such as Katy Perry- Roar and Avicii- Hey
Brother. The pupils enjoy singing in the choir
During this academic year we have been running BSL
and hope to perform in assemblies and other
(British Sign Language) Level 1 and Level 2 courses for
both staff and parents. We currently have two parents
school events in the near future.
on Level 1 and two parents on Level 2 respectively.
Parents and staff are doing extremely well.
Also available is a BSL OCN short course, which could
be a stepping stone towards accessing BSL Level 1 & 2.
Thirdly the school offers parents an introduction to BSL
by running sessions which teach basic signs to develop
communication between pupils, parents and school.
Any parents who wish to enquire about any level
signing course please contact Mrs. Sharon Davies.

BSL Signing Courses

Drama Therapy
Drama therapy is run by Louisa Tait continues to grow at Greenfield with more children accessing weekly
sessions. Drama therapy provides a safe space in which children can explore their feelings. Some children
who attend sessions were asked to share their thoughts about coming to drama therapy, here is what
they said:
“I share my feelings and feel better.”
“I love acting and it helps me to be calm again.”
“I like drama therapy because I can tell my secrets and I trust Louisa. It is important to me.”
“Drama therapy is about letting out your emotions, telling people how you feel, having fun, having a
laugh and being you.”
“I like seeing Louisa; she’s lovely and nice and makes me laugh.”

Sign Language Club
This term we have been learning to sign our
names, likes and dislikes. We have started to sign
our hobbies and interests.
The pupils are enjoying this and are participating
fully.
Pupils Feedback
Peter said, “I like signing to my friends.”
Krystin said, “I love going to sign.”
Sarah said, “I like sign its good fun.”

School Uniform
Cwm Cycling
Each week some of the Senior classes have the
opportunity to access Cwm Cycling, which is
based at The Michael Sobell Centre, Aberdare. This
provision allows the children to access a wide range
of adapted bikes and go karts to ride around on
independently. All of the pupils thoroughly enjoy
going and look forward to their session each week.

School Uniform can be purchased from:
N’s School Uniform and Embroidery Service
37/39 Bridge Street
Troedyrhiw
Merthyr Tydfil
CF48 4DX
Tel: 01443 693553

Message From The Chair Of Governors
A ‘category A rated school’ Greenfield school has been awarded this rating by the Joint
Education Service and I hope you will all agree that this is a very well deserved formal
recognition of the school. We are currently a partner school which means that we are
taking a lead on the Literacy and Numeracy framework across Wales.
When I first visited the school several years ago I was taken on a tour by two confident,
articulate and polite pupils and on every subsequent visit since then the confidence of
the pupils have impressed me even more.
During a recent course on Positive Behaviour Support held at the school, a parent whose
son attends Greenfield spoke with passion about how the formation of a group teaching
British Sign language within the school (to which parents are invited) has helped her son
communicate.
As you can see in our third newsletter the pupils have had a very busy time this term and
we are looking forward to the Summer Term when our Swimming Gala and Summer Fete
will be held.
I hope you have enjoyed the newsletter and feel as proud as I am of all the young people
and staff at Greenfield School.

Important Dates for Your Diary
MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 5th May
HALF TERM - Monday 26th May to Friday 30th May
PARENTS EVENING - Thursday 26th June
SPORTS DAY - Friday 27th June
PRESENTATION ASSEMBLY - Wednesday 9th July
SUMMER FAYRE - Thursday 10th July
SWIMMING GALA - Friday 11th July

