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Eco-Schools
Over the past 13 years the staff and pupils at our school have worked hard to become an Eco-
School. In March the continued hard work paid off and we became a Platinum Eco-School with 

the assessor giving us no recommendations other than to keep up the good work. 
All the pupils and staff got stuck in and worked tirelessly for weeks and months to support us in 

achieving this award. 
There are 8 elements within the Eco scheme that must be covered. These are: transport,   energy, 

waste, litter, water, school grounds, global citizenship and healthy living. Each class had an 
element which was planned within their lessons, alongside a school ground responsibility such as 

litter picking. Pupils as young as 4 years old picked up paint brushes and garden hand tools to 
make our school a clean, litter free and inviting place to be.

We held Eco-days where loads of exciting activities took place including building bug houses and 
bird feeders, gardening, making shopping trolley planters, painting friendship benches, water 

studies, trying and making fruit cocktails, lots of sporting and physical activities alongside many 
other fun experiences.

It is down to the continuing hard work of the Eco-School Council, the pupils and all the staff that 
this wonderful award has been achieved. The Eco-School Council have produced our Eco School 

Codes, within all areas of the school we will try our very best to stick to them and hope that this 
can support your children in continuing these at home.

Our Eco Rules
 

	 Stop	dropping	litter	on	the	floor,	put	it	in	the	bin.	
 Use a zebra crossing when you can.
	 Make	sure	the	taps	are	turned	off	and	fixed	properly.	
 Turn off the lights.
 Turn off computers when you are not using them.
 Make sure doors are closed when you are playing outside. 
 Recycle properly.
 Make sure you can be as active and healthy as can be.

Aberfan Educational Charity 
Greenfield	Wishes	to	thank	Aberfan	Education	Charity.

The	Aberfan	Education	Charity	has	supported	Greenfield	School	
on a number of occasions; just two years ago they part funded, 
alongside Stan Thomas, the refurbishment of the sensory lighting 

system over our Hydro Therapy Pool.
This is the 50th anniversary of the Aberfan Disaster and as a 

result the charity has made distributions totalling £200,000 to ten 
schools and educational establishments serving the children of 

Aberfan and Merthyr Vale.
At	Greenfield	we	requested	support	to	fund	the	Mini	Sense.	

This	new	piece	of	technology	creates	colourful,	engaging	floor	
projections which respond and interact with body movement 

providing a complete sensory zone.
Any	image	and	audio	file	can	be	added	to	the	many	effects	
available on the Mini Sense which will enable our teachers to 
design	specific	programmes	for	individual	users	and	create	

bespoke learning packages.



Stars In Your Eyes
Our annual ‘Stars in Your Eyes’ charity 

night will be held in Pentrebach Labour 
Club on Saturday 7th May 2016. Previous 
‘Stars in Your Eyes’ events have been fun 
filled	evenings,	raising	vital	funds	for	our	
school. Last year we raised £1,320; all 
money	is	used	to	purchase	equipment	

and resources for our pupils. 
Anybody who would like to perform an 
act on the night are welcome. Please 
contact Donna Jenkins through the 

school. 
We would welcome any donations for 

raffle	prizes	.	

Rebound & Sensory Sessions
This term we having been focusing on getting our sensory 

and rebound sessions back up and running. In a short 
time it has been extremely successfully in supporting the 
development of pupils’ communication skills, physical 

development and relationships with peers. 
 

. 

St.David’s Day
We celebrated St. David’s Day by 

having a concert called ‘Cymru’s Got 
Talent’. Each class sang a Welsh song. 

The primary school chose traditional style 
Nursery Rhymes and songs whilst the 

senior school rocked out with tunes from 
famous Welsh pop stars such as Tom 

Jones, Stereophonics and Feeder. The 
school hall came alive with Welsh culture 
as the children belted out the National 
Anthem. It was an enjoyable afternoon 
and	Greenfield’s	tribute	to	the	Patron	
Saint of Wales was truly honourably.   

Heathly School
For the past 12 years the school has worked hard to 

become a ‘Healthy School’. Over the past year there 
has been a great drive and emphasis on Personal 

Relationships and SRE throughout the whole school. 
Where appropriate; pupils and teachers have had 

opportunities to develop their personal relationship skills 
and SRE knowledge. There have been excellent results 
with pupils in Post-16 completing accredited Agored 

Cymru courses, due to its success this has now been rolled 
out across the 14-19 provision where appropriate.

Due to the excellent work from the pupils and the hard 
work of the teachers we were successfully awarded 

Phase 5 of the Healthy Schools Initiative with a glowing 
report from the assessor. We will continue to work hard on 
this initiative within all areas of the school when working 

towards Phase 6 and the National Standards award. 



World Book Day
G6, G7 and S1 attended the World Book Day Festival in Merthyr 

Town on March 3rd.  The theme for the day was Roald Dahl 
and the pupils and staff came as their favourite character 

from a Roald Dahl book.  The staff got involved in the fun as 
well and the school was taken over by Oompa Lumpas and Mr 
and Mrs Fox for the day.  All that attended had a fantastic day 
and were treated to performances from Lorraine Bowen from 
Britain’s Got Talent with her Rhubarb custard song, meet and 

greets with Jack Sparrow and Willy Wonka, kite making, eating 
lots of cake and handling birds. We also enjoyed  looking at 

the different stalls.    

School Prom
Following the success of last year’s school Prom we 
will be holding a 2016 school Prom for our Post 16 

department. Students are already excitedly awaiting 
the event and staff are already busy preparing for the 
night. We are striving to make the event even bigger 
and	better	than	our	last	prom;	which	will	definitely	be	
a challenge. Information will be sent out to parents at 

the beginning of the Summer term. 

. 

Viva Project
Viva Wales is a project that is funded by Children In Need. 
Its aim is to support young people both in school settings 
and the wider community. Viva have been visiting Senior 

Leaver 1,2 and 3 classes for one lesson per week to 
develop students’ independence and support students to 
make  considered choices about their future. Viva  invite 
organisations such as Drug Aid and the Local Fire Service 

into school to develop pupils’ understanding on a range of 
topics.

Topics	Viva	have	covered	in	Greenfield	include:		
 Personal Hygiene; 
 Household Budgeting;
 Use of legal and illegal drugs;
 Fire Safety in the Home;
 Fire Safety in the Community;
 Road Safety- Dangers for Young People when Driving/

Travelling in a Car 

 

Food Hygiene 
A group of ten senior 

students have sat a Level 
1 Food Hygiene Course. 
The course was over one 

full day, the examiner was 
extremely pleased with 

the level of understanding 
the pupils already had 
on food hygiene. We 

are eagerly awaiting the 
results of the course. 

 



G1
G1 have really enjoyed the topic this term ‘Up, Up and Away’.  We have 
had lots of fun learning through song and have enjoyed singing along to 

the Barefoot Book ‘Up in a Balloon’ to our heart’s content.
 A big focus for us this term has been practising our communication skills, 

which has included using PECS and Sign Language.  We have been 
learning to make short sentences using our communication folders.  This 
has involved identifying objects around our classroom, listening carefully 

to	the	questions	our	teachers	ask	us	and	explaining	what	we	see	in	
pictures.  For example, ‘I can see a red balloon’.

We have also been introduced to our Welsh puppets, Flic and Flac.  They 
have been helping us learn our colours.  We have thoroughly enjoyed 

creative activities and have been learning how to paint by colour.  Our 
teacher thinks our work is brilliant!

We have had lots of fun learning through outdoor play and over the last 
few weeks we have joined together with our friends in other classes to 

dig, rake and weed our garden to make it more Eco-friendly and a more 
enriching environment to play and learn.

 
 

G3
This	term	in	G3	we	have	been	making	hot	air	balloons,	flying	

kites and exploring bubbles as part of our topic ‘Up, Up 
and Away’.  In numeracy we have been learning about 

prepositions and direction. We went on a hot air balloon hunt 
in the forest school area and also used the Beebot to help us 

learn about direction. 
During Eco-week we decided to make our playground 

more	Eco-	friendly	by	planting	flowers	and	vegetables	and	
recycling old milk bottles to turn them in to watering cans for 

us to use in our garden. 

 

G2
This term in G2 we have been building our 

confidence	in	the	pool.		We	have	been	practising	
bobbing up and down,  letting the water splash 
on our faces,  moving around the pool using the 
woggles, collecting balls and moving them in the 
water	and	exploring	how	we	can	fill	and	empty	

different toys.
In class, we had lots of fun celebrating St. David’s Day 
by dressing up, tasting Welsh cakes, listening to Welsh 

music and taking part in lots of different Welsh 
related crafts.  

 
 

RTF
Exciting news for RTF this term we have a 

new friend who has joined our class, Kayden       
Griffiths.	He	has	been	enjoying	his	first	few	

sessions in school and is a complete pleasure to 
add to our team. Welcome Kayden.

.



G5
This term we have been learning all about different types 
of transport. We discovered how people in our class travel 
to	school	and	carried	out	a	traffic	survey	by	looking	at	the	
different cars that pass our school. Once we collected this 

data we transferred it into different types of graphs. In literacy 
we looked at lots of different stories about different forms of 
transport ranging from ‘Chitty, Chitty, Bang Bang’ to ‘Soar’. 
Our favourite story was the ‘Light House Keepers Lunch’. We 
had a fabulous time making our own sandwiches just like in 
the story. We really enjoyed all the work we did during Eco-

week and learned a lot about energy and caring for our 
environment. We have been very sad because our teacher 
Mrs Lucas has been unwell. We all miss her and wish her a 

speedy recovery.   
 

 
 

G4 
This term in G4 we have been learning about different 

transport. We have looked at old and new trains, different 
boats, emergency services and buses and cars. We have 

been able to sort vehicles into old and new and sort where 
each vehicle travels. We have also had fun painting with 

vehicles and looking for different vehicles on our way to the 
local shop. 

Our favourite thing to this was term going to McDonalds by 
bus. We walked to the nearest bus stop, waited for the bus, 

when the bus arrived we told the bus driver where we would 
like to go and gave him money for our tickets. We enjoyed 

looking at the different places whilst on the bus and we 
enjoyed pressing the stop button to let the bus driver know 
that we were ready for the bus to stop. Miss Birch was very 

proud of how polite and well behaved we were on our trip to 
McDonalds. 

G6 
This term we have had lots of fun in G6. We have been 

learning about the Tudors. We created portraits of different 
Tudors and built a traditional Tudor home using boxes and 
paint. During Eco week we worked very hard cleaning our 

playground, painting fences and benches and building our 
very own vegetable garden. We also entered the school Eco 
competition where we had to create a poster displaying the 
Eco rules. Our poster was chosen as joint 1st and we shared 

the £50 prize money. 
 

. G7 
This term we have been working on road safety in G7.  We 
have been learning the green cross code and following 

instructions on how to cross a road safely.  We have set up 
a role play area outside our classroom to practise this skill 

making	a	zebra	crossing,	traffic	lights	and	a	‘stop’	lollipop	to	
go into this area to reinforce the importance of road safety.  
The children have had lots of fun in the role play area and 
have used this skill when out and about in the community. 

.



S1 
This term in Senior 1 we have looked for signs that the seasons are 

changing from Winter to Spring. We completed a nature walk 
around the school and took lots of photographs. We found buds 
on	the	trees,	flowering	daffodils,	snow	drops	and	crocuses.	We	are	
going to continue to look for changes on the yard as the season 

progresses.
We	attended	the	World	Book	Day	celebrations	in	Merthyr	Tydfil	

town centre. We took part in a dance workshop held in the Red 
House based on the musical ‘Matilda’. We were taught how to 
do a routine from the show and were given the opportunity to 

choreograph parts of the routine ourselves. We also spent some 
time	looking	at	the	stalls	and	exhibitions	on	Penderyn	Square	where	
we had the opportunity to hold a kookaburra; it was beautiful. We 

all had a brilliant day!

S2 
In Senior 2 we have a great deal of fun celebrating the Chinese 

New Year. We researched that this year was the year of the 
monkey. We decided to celebrate in style; we made our own 

Chinese lanterns to hang in the classroom as we enjoyed a feast 
of Chinese food. We had curry, sweet and sour, rice, noodles, 

prawn crackers and spring rolls. Nikola even had a go at eating 
her food with Chinese chopsticks – she was very clever but it 

took her a while to eat her food!

S3
Senior 3 has been looking at many countries over this term. We have 

researched, cooked, tasted and built according to the country of 
interest.

Lots of Senior 3 are enjoying outdoor learning. This has included abseiling, 
gorge walking and building ‘bug mansions’.

We have written lots of poetry and reports about Space, China and India.
In the afternoons S3 has been visiting different historical settings in Wales 
and making research notes about them. They will eventually put all this 

research together and make their own reports about Welsh History.
Senior 3 made valuable contribution to improving our outdoor area in 
school. They cleaned, recycled, planted and litter picked around the 
grounds. They were extremely pleased to learn that all this effort went 

towards earning ‘Platinum Status’ Eco-Award for our school.
An excellent term- Gwaith da Senior 3!

S4
This term in Senior 4 we have enjoyed learning about 
countries of the world; we have enjoyed making and 
tasting	new	foods	and	painting	lots	of	flags.	We	have	
been looking at landmarks and listening to music from 
different countries. Food tasting has been our favourite 

activity so far.
We have also enjoyed taking part in eco-week activities; 
we shopped for Fair Trade products by matching the Fair 
Trade symbol, we made bird feeders, planted bulbs and 
continued with our work on saving energy by turning off 

taps and lights in our class and around the school. 
     



S5
Our topic this term was ‘Making the News’. We have been 

looking at how newspaper articles are written and what types 
of stories make the news. We were particularly interested in a 
breaking news story from Wales about the discovery of a new 

dinosaur. We visited the National Museum of Wales in Cardiff to 
find	out	more	and	wrote	our	own	newspaper	articles	about	the	

visit.
We’ve also been working hard on our Edexcel units, covering a 

range of skills. We’ve been planning journeys and practising how 
to travel safely using public transport, investigating renewable 

energy and designing cars for the future, re-vamping the 
school’s greenhouse and learning about how to keep safe within 

the community. 
Our favourite part of this term has been taking part in the 

Creative Schools Project, where we’ve worked with a storyteller 
from Zimbabwe and an animator to create our own animated 
stories using plasticine and drawings. We’ve had a great time 
and	can’t	wait	to	show	our	finished	films	when	they’re	ready!	

   

S6
Senior 6 have settled well into school life since returning 

back after Christmas. As always we have been 
working extremely hard on our independent living skills 
whilst accessing a range of provisions throughout the 

community.
More recently we thoroughly enjoyed our Eco day. 

Our focus for the day was Global Citizenship and we 
explored what it would be like to live in an African Tribal 

village. We started the day with an African themed 
dough disco, followed by a busy morning decorating 
African	Tribal	Masks.	We	finished	off	a	busy	day	by	

relaxing in the wellbeing room with an African themed 
Tac Pac activity.

S7 
Over the past term, Senior 7 have been busy working on 
our presentation skills and we have done so by studying 

Edexcel Personal Progress unit, ‘Researching a Tourist 
Destination.’ We have been busy learning about lots of 
interesting facts about Egypt as part of our coursework 

and we have thoroughly enjoyed it! We have learnt about 
Egyptian culture, religion, hieroglyphics, food, tourist 

attractions to visit, crime rate and even taxi fares. We feel 
that	we	are	now	fully	fledged	tourists	and	are	extremely	
proud about everything that we have researched and 

learnt about the country. 
 



SL1 
Last term in Senior Leavers 1 we enjoyed an end of term 

trip to Cardiff Museum. Before our visit we had completed 
an Edexcel unit Exploring Art. The pupils enjoyed creating 
their own paintings inspired by the famous artists ‘Monet’ 

and ‘Picasso’. 
Whilst at the Museum we had the chance to look at 

Monet’s portraits. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed looking 
at a range of artwork and were able to identify the 

techniques	used.	
We also had the chance to walk around the museum 

looking at various artefacts and the journey of ‘The 
Evolution of Wales’. We began in space with the Big 

Bang, and then we went on to see dinosaurs and woolly 
mammoths.

The pupils enjoyed lunch at the restaurant in the museum 
where they had the chance to purchase a meal 

or snack independently.

SL2
This term in Senior Leavers 2 we have been busy 

completing our ‘Skills for Independence and Work’ 
coursework. We have been working hard to complete the 

following modules:
 Being a customer
 Hygiene and safety in the kitchen
 Healthy Living
 Managing own money
 Parenting Awareness

We have also really enjoyed independently making our 
own lunch this term. Some of the lunches we have made 
are chicken curry, toasties, cooked breakfasts, pasta and 

sauce and beans on toast.

 
 

 SL3
As	part	of	our	Jamie	Oliver	Home	Cooking	Skills	qualification	we	

held a ‘Come Dine with Me’ class competition. The class was split 
into three teams; each team needed to work to create either  a 

starter, main course or dessert. A head chef was elected for each 
team to oversee the challenge. 

Teams were given a budget for each course, students needed to 
research a healthy course within budget and then use the internet 

to research the cheapest shop to purchase the ingredients. 
On the day of the challenge teams prepared their starter of 
minestrone soup with home-made bread, a main course of 

butternut	squash	and	fusilli	pasta	with	salad	or	a	dessert	of	healthy	
chocolate brownies. The other teams graded each course out of 
10. Pupils needed to consider appearance, taste and if the team 

worked to time scales and budget before giving their scores.
All teams worked together extremely well and the meal that 

was produced was delicious but the winning course was the . . . 
.  healthy chocolate brownies! Congratulations Sarah Redmond 

and her team. 
 



Creative School
Last year, we applied to become a Lead Creative School for Wales and were fortunate enough 
to be accepted on to the programme. Pupils from Senior Leavers 2, Senior Leavers 3 and Senior 

5 were chosen to take part in a creative project that has been running this term. Pupils worked in 
collaboration with teachers and our Creative Agent, Maggie James, to plan a project that they 

would enjoy. 
The pupil management team organised job adverts and carried out interviews to decide which 

artists would be working with us. They decided to employ Bevin (a storyteller) and Jim (an 
animator	and	film	maker)	to	help	them	to	create	their	own	stories	and	present	them	in	film.	
Pupils have been working closely with Bevin and Jim since Christmas to create their stories. 

They have learned about simple animation and have begun to animate their own stories using 
plasticine	figures	and	drawings.	Pupils’	confidence	levels	have	grown	and	Bevin	has	been	working	
on	speaking	clearly	so	that	even	our	quietest	pupils	are	having	a	go.		We	hope	to	showcase	the	

final	product	after	the	Easter	holidays	so	watch	this	space!
 

 

 

Cardiff City
A group of twenty-four senior pupils participated in a Literacy 
project run by Cardiff City Football Club. Cardiff City Football 

Club Community Foundation and Literature Wales work in 
collaboration to develop the project across schools in South 

Wales. The aim of the project is to increase basic skills in reading, 
writing and speaking, using football as the learning tool. 

Cardiff City visited our school over six consecutive weeks to 
deliver literacy lessons. At the end of the project we were 

invited to visit Cardiff City Football Stadium for a tour and a 
poetry lesson. We would like to thank Cardiff City for bringing 

the	project	to	Greenfield	School	and	the	outstanding	provisions	
provided by them. Every pupil who participated thoroughly 

enjoyed the project and developed vital literacy skills. 
 



14 -19 Sports
In the 14-19 department we are looking to develop 

the pupils’ access to a wide variety of sporting 
activities. We are looking to follow the Welsh 

assembly 5X60 scheme.
The 5X60 scheme is helping to create the 

environment necessary for children to take part 
in extracurricular sport and physical activity on a 

regular basis.
Armed with a blank sheet of paper and a whole 
host of ideas, staff are working alongside pupils 

before deciding on a programme of activities to 
suit learners of all interests and abilities. Sporting 

activities will be chosen by the pupils themselves. 
There are many activities to choose from to suit 

everyone. Learners might decide to get some fresh 
air and head for the great outdoors; they can stick 
to team sports such as football, cricket and netball 

or if they’d prefer they can have a go at street 
dance, aerobics or table tennis.

If	any	of	our	wider	Greenfield	family	has	any	
expertise in the sporting arena please could you 

contact Mrs Williams in the 14-19 department.

Rugby
This term some of our Key Stage 2 pupils went to 

Penydarren Park for a 6 Nations Rugby Tournament. The 
children participated with over 100 pupils from the Merthyr 
Tydfil	area.		They	played	lots	of	different	ball	skills	and	then	

played two touch rugby games at the end of the day.  

IMPORTANT DATES

Easter Holiday- School Breaks up Thursday 24th March 2016
Pupils return to School Monday 11th April 2016

Bank Holiday- Monday 2nd May 2016
Half Term Begins Monday 30th May- Friday 3rd June 2016


