
Opening Doors To The Future
Greenfield

Newsletter   Issue 1

HRH the Countess of Wessex 
Visits Our School

Back in April, Greenfield gave a warm 
welcome to Her Royal Highness the Countess 
of Wessex who had been invited to officially 

open the Outdoor Learning Environment. 
She has a particular interest in promoting the 
work of organisations that focus on helping 

and improving opportunities for children and 
young people with sensory, learning and 
communication disabilities, so was very 
happy to visit us and have a good look 
around. Her first port of call was the Early 
Years classroom where she saw children 
learning through play. Next was a visit to 

the school pool where  pupils were enjoying 
a swimming lesson and hydrotherapy session. 

In the senior school she was shown around 
classes where ICT activities were taking place 

and also saw cookery skills in practice. To 
make her visit to Greenfield a memorable 

one, the Countess was presented with a posy 
of flowers and a traditional Welsh doll and 
also serenaded with a special song sung 
by the pupils in a school assembly. “I am 

extremely proud of our school and it was a 
pleasure to be able show it off to Her Royal 

Highness,” said Head Teacher Mr Blake. It was 
a very special day and one all the pupils, staff 

and parents of Greenfield will remember!



Comenius Project
Our school is in partnership with 
schools from Sweden, France 
and Austria who are all taking 

part in a special European 
project called “For A Safer 

World”. In January 2013 two staff 
and four pupils from Greenfield 

had a very successful trip to 
Austria as part of the project, 

and June saw the Welsh leg of 
the project where other schools 

came to Wales. In October, three 
staff and eight pupils will visit 

Bordeaux in France to continue 
making links with other schools. 

Outdoor Education
It’s been another successful year 
for the Duke of Edinburgh award 

at Greenfield School. After a lot of 
hard work and training  

10 pupils from Key Stages 3 & 4 
travelled to Brecon to carry out 
their final expedition. This saw 
them follow the Brecon and 

Monmouthshire Canal using new 
skills to navigate their journey, 

and stay at Cantref Bunkhouse 
where they used campcraft skills 

previously learned to prepare 
their own food and put up tents. 

Well done to all pupils on their 
achievements and a big “thank 
you” to all staff who helped out.

Language & Play
There is a weekly language and play group at Greenfield every 

Wednesday morning from 9.30-10.30, where parents of junior 
pupils are invited to the school to learn with their children. This 

term the group have been making their own rhyme box for props 
to use with every new song they learn. These props are made 

during the sessions too, so there’s lots of hands on fun. All parents 
are welcome to come along and join in this fun activity to learn 

with their children through play and rhymes.



Olympic Torch
Greenfield was very lucky to have 
a visit from Rhys Jones, 
a Paralympic athlete 
who had the honour 

of running a leg of the 
Paralympic Torch Relay 
before the games. He 
came to our school 
to show pupils the 

torch he had been 
given and tell them 
of his experiences of being at the 

Paralympic Games.

Swimming & Hydrotherapy
All pupils at Greenfield have weekly swimming lessons or hydrotherapy 

sessions in the school to develop their water confidence and 
swimming skills - all with the addition of music and lighting to enhance 

the experience. During this time in the pool specific pupils will also 
carry out their physiotherapy as water is ideal for gently moving 
muscles. Swimming sessions can also be used as motivators and 

rewards, as everyone loves the pool! Older pupils and higher ability 
swimmers also access swimming pools in the community, where the 
pools are larger so these swimmers can develop their swimming skills 
further. Going off-site also helps the pupils develop independence 

and life skills. And once a year the school holds its annual swimming 
awards, so that every pupil can achieve a higher level swimming 

badge which is then celebrated in a special assembly.

Drama Therapy
Louisa Tate a Drama Therapist 
comes into Greenfield twice 
a week to work with pupils 

across the school, using 
drama to help the children 
with issues of confidence, 

raising self-esteem as well as 
other feelings. “The children 
take to it really well and are 
able to express their feelings 
through acting out stories.”

Independence Skills
Every pupil in the senior school 
follows the Jamie Oliver Home 
Cooking Skills Btec accredited 
course to learn cookery and 

other life skills. The classes take 
place in the food technology 
room and every participant 
enjoys the hands-on activity 
in which they follow recipes 

to make scrummy cakes and 
healthy pasta dishes. During 

these fun cookery classes pupils 
also learn all about healthy 
eating and why it is good to 

keep to a balanced diet.



Nursery Time in G1
Our theme this year has been “Once Upon 
A Time In Nursery Rhyme Land” focussing 

on traditional tales and nursery rhymes. The 
class was sent letters from the giant who 

lives at the top of the beanstalk asking us to 
help him find his coloured and numbered 
eggs. They have also been dressing up as 
characters from Red Riding Hood, acting 
out the story and making up silly stories on 

the same theme by rolling a dice which fell 
against pictures that were stuck on story 
sheets. Children have also been learning 

numbers and colours through messy 
activities and exploratory play. The messier 

the activity the better for this class!

Welcome to School G1b
This is a new class to the school 

for 3-5 year olds, with seven pupils 
enjoying learning new things every 
day. They all love going outside to 

play and also enjoy swimming in the 
pool. The children are learning to 
explore lots of new things through 
stimulating play activities and like 

being with their new friends in school.

Routes To Foundation
The RTF class is designed to deliver a multi-
sensory curriculum. The children respond 

enormously to therapies such as touch therapy 
and music therapy. Their positive responses 

show us how they engage with staff and 
the activities. Our children use switches to 

communicate and control their environment, 
and are developing skills using Ipads and new 

touch-screen plasma technology. Their smallest 
responses can be recorded using a sound-

boom package, which is immensely useful for 
staff to record progress.



Fun with Literacy in G3
G3 pupils have enjoyed literacy activities this 
year, through the ReadWriteInc scheme and 
also had fun with lots of science experiments. 
One of their favourites was making their own 

rainbow using a glass of water, a sheet of 
paper and a torch. They have also been 
exploring the world through song, dance, 

music and drama as continents was one of 
the main themes for the year. The children 
have also been joining together with other 

classes for Forest School activities.

Rockets & Robots in G4
This term the class have particularly enjoyed 

learning about electricity, making circuits 
and using rockets outside. Pupils have also 
enjoyed learning lots of stories and poems. 
In ICT they have been using the floor robot 

ROMER which they had to programme 
themselves. Mental maths sessions have 

been fun with the children learning lots, and 
there has been good progress with the  

Pop-At sessions too. The class also particularly 
like construction sets like Lego, Brio and 

K’nex and they are very good using their 
imaginations to make models which have all 

been very good indeed.

Transport & Treasure in G2
Pupils in G2 have been learning about transport 
this year and went on a train, buying their own 
ticket for the journey. To find their way around 

the train station and learn where everything was, 
they had to follow a treasure hunt of clever clues. 
As a reward for being so good, the class went to 

Bryn Bach Park later in the term to play on the 
swings and slides. Then all the children enjoyed 
a game of hide and seek before tucking into a 
picnic lunch. The class also enjoy working hard 
every day in school, earning their stamps to win 
something from the golden box, a treat which 

they can take home at the end of the day.



Museum Visit for S1
S1 have been on an educational visit to 

the National Museum in Cardiff to look at 
the planets and volcano exhibition, as this 

is one of the themes the class has been 
working on this year. Pupils also enjoyed 
seeing the mini-beasts and creatures on 
display, before having their picnic lunch 
all together. Their interesting day out was 

rounded off with a visit to the museum shop 
where everyone bought a momento to 

remind them of their great day out.

Reading & Writing Success 
for S2

Mr Daniels is pleased to report the 
improvement in reading of this class through 

using the ReadWriteInc scheme and also 
that independent writing skills have improved 
immensely. On top of that the maths skills of 

the class have come on in leaps and bounds 
because of using online maths resources in 
partnership with parents. Pupils have also 

had a wide variety of experiences through 
their educational visits this year, linked to the 

theme-based work of the class.

Poetry & Chocolate in S3
Congratulations to pupils in S3! Miss 

Murphy is thrilled to announce that her 
class has won a poetry competition 

called Poetry Wars - The Hunger Games. 
with entrants coming from mainstream 

and special schools this is a major 
achievement for these pupils. The theme 

of the poetry was “Global Warming” 
and the pupils’ poems will be published 

in a book later in the year! As a treat, 
and with the favourite author of the class 
being Roald Dahl, they all later went on 
an educational visit to a real chocolate 
factory in Swansea after reading Charlie 

& The Chocolate Factory in class.



Outdoor Learning for S4
Mrs Crowson and the staff of S4 have been 

working hard to develop the outdoor 
learning environment in line with planned 
learning activities in the class to enable 

pupils to transfer their learning experiences 
to the outdoors. Pupils have enjoyed 

participating in a variety of activities such 
as construction, mark making, exploring 

different textures, colour mixing and 
developing their gross motor skills. These 

structured activities engage the pupils at all 
levels of ability and everyone is encouraged 

to participate in self-assessment while 
having fun.

Old & New in S5
The class went to the National Welsh 

Museum at St Fagans to see the beautiful 
old buildings and relate that to the themed 

work they have been doing in school 
of “old and new”. Pupils looked at the 
changes over time, shown particularly 

well in a row of cottages dating from the 
1700s to the 1980s. While they were at the 
museum, the class also learned about the 
history of Wales. They bought freshly baked 

bread from the working bakery on-site, 
enjoyed coffee and cakes in the cafe and 

also sat down together to eat lunch. A 
good time was had by all!

Banking Money in S6
This year S6 have done a lot of 

work in the community developing 
independence skills, including a trip to 
Ikea to kit out the class reading corner. 

Pupils had a good look around the 
store and bought bookshelves, rugs 

and cushions for curling up on to read 
their favourite books. The class have 
also started a school bank, whereby 
the children run a savings scheme 

for other pupils in the school and are 
learning the value of money, how to 
handle money and take responsibility 

for their own money.



Working Hard in SL3
This class have had a fabulous year and have worked 

really hard towards their Edexcel qualifications in 
vocational studies, sustainability, personal & social 
development, as well as Essential Skills Wales work 
in ICT, communication and number skills. Part of 
the vocational studies involved going on various 

educational visits to build up confidence and use their 
money management and interpersonal skills.

Accessing the 
Community in SL1

The pupils of SL1 have been busy 
accessing their local community as part 

of the Edexcel curriculum. They have 
been to Cwm Cycling in Aberdare to 

look at fitness levels and learn about being healthy. They 
have also been to Rhydycar Leisure Centre for swimming and gym activities to 

practise life skills ready for moving on into the community. Another day is spent at 
Merthyr College to work on Entry Level 1 qualifications, and they have just achieved 
a qualification in ceramics having made a wall mural now displayed in the school. 

As well as this they have been involved in a theatre production of Thriller, which was 
great fun to watch!

Business Success for SL2
Huge congratulations to Zac Dudley who has 

secured a job on leaving school! He will be 
working towards an apprenticeship in interior 

fitting with the Mike Wilkes company. Well done 
too, to Matthew Sutton who has a place at 

Merthyr College and Christian Cushing who has 
a place at Bridgend College. Greenfield School 
wishes all three boys “good luck” for the future. 
The success of these SL2 students is due in part 
to the Essential Skills Wales courses the class has 

been working on to prepare for the world of 
work. Part of this was setting up an enterprise 

business called Gold Rush, where pupils made 
and sold wrapping paper, gift tags and keyrings. 

All the profits were spent on a fun day out 
paintballing and a meal at the Harvester.



Inspirational Artwork
Here we celebrate the creative skills of some of the pupils at Greenfield School.

Leighanna Thomas is an exceptionally gifted artist, taking inspiration from film and music to 
draw in charcoal some wonderful characters.

Also on the page are some of the images taken by older students while participating in a 
photography project with tutor Darren Warner this term.



Sporting Achievements
Greenfield School has been very successful at a number of 
sporting events this year, with teams taking part in Netball, 

Hockey, Tag Rugby, Basketball and Gymnastics tournaments. 
After competing in the preliminary rounds of the South 

Wales Rotary Welsh Schools Gymnastics Championships, our 
gymnasts went through to the finals at the National Sports 

Centre in Sophia Gardens, Cardiff. Everyone who took part 
won a medal, with Alicia Evans taking the overall gold for 

coming first in all three disciplines of floor, 
bench and vault work. The Key Stage 3 
Hockey & Basketball teams took part 

in skills-based activity sessions and 
then went on to play small team 

games to develop their skills further 
while playing alongside pupils from 
other schools - with our Basketball team 
winning medals. Everybody involved enjoyed the 

matches and had great fun. The netball team competed 
in a local schools tournament, and after playing all their 

matches Greenfield were the winners! 
We are very proud of all our sporting achievements, 

congratulations to you all!

Young Ambassadors
The Young Ambassador programme 
in Wales has grown from strength to 

strength over the last few years, and now 
the movement has expanded to make 
sure that it is as inclusive as possible by 

recruiting YAs in Special Schools. The Young 
Ambassador programme in the Merthyr 

borough has seen Greenfield School 
recruiting four Ambassadors to  

help promote sport in their school and  
local community. Jonathan Evans and 

Shane Robinson are the school’s  
Gold Ambassadors and are joined by 

Shane Francis and Georgia Morris who are 
Silver Ambassadors.

 

Raising Funds
This year fundraising at Greenfield has 
focussed on raising money for another 

new mini-bus, which will be used to take 
sports teams to tournaments among other 
things. So far the bank balance is looking 
good, with over £2000 coming from the 

Christmas fair; another £2000 coming from 
a sponsored walk organised by Mr Leigh 
Jefferson; a further £2000 being donated 
by Mr Ben Clark from Morlais Golf Cub; 

and £1000 being donated by customers 
of Asda’s Merthyr store. If any parents or 
carers have great fundraising ideas they 

would like to 
pass on to 
the school 
to help us 
reach our 

target, 
please let  
us know!

Lunchtime Sports Clubs
The school is currently running several lunchtime clubs for sporting activities where children 
are given the opportunity to try out tag rugby, football, hockey, tennis, cricket, basketball, 

drama, dance, gymnastics and skipping. The children are encouraged to participate in order 
to develop and refine skills which will lead to them participating in sports tournaments locally.



Children In Need
This school year pupils have been busy raising 
money for charity with a number of different 
fun activities. For Children In Need, everyone 
dressed up in pyjamas or spots, danced at 

our disco and bought cakes made in school 
to raise £165. As well as this, our contribution 

to Red Nose Day in March involved the 
making and selling of dozens of cakes, raising 

£335. Good work Greenfield!

Red Nose Day

Sports Day
To prepare for Sports Day this year, Greenfield 

pupils have been limbering up as often as 
possible to be at their best! On the day itself 

there were 10 activities for the children to 
participate in, so alongside track and field 
athletics there was also hockey, football, 

cycling and judo among other things. All of 
these fun activities were run by local sports 

clubs which have an inclusion policy, so that 
after training and competing at our sports day 

the children will be encouraged to join their 
favourite club so they can enjoy sport in the 

wider community as well as in school. Some of 
the school’s Young Ambassadors had training 

with Disability Sport Wales Development 
Officer Dan Bufton, who coached them 
specifically to run some of the Sports Day 

sessions - well done to all those involved. And 
a huge pat on the back for all our sporting 

pupils who competed in and enjoyed 
Greenfield Sports Day this year!  

Dance & Wiggle
There are a number of charitable 
events to fundraise for Greenfield 

School, but we also think it’s important 
to fundraise for others less fortunate 

than us. So this year we contacted the 
Happy Days charity which provides lots 
of day trips for very sick children to let 
them know we wanted to participate 

in their dance-athon. All children in the 
school took part and loved dancing to 
fun songs, including GangNam Style, 
The Big Bad Wolf and many others - 
and we raised a staggering £580 for 
Happy Days. Well done everyone!



A Message from the Head
I hope you’ve enjoyed reading the relaunch of our school 

newsletter, which has been mostly produced by the pupils. This issue 
celebrates all of our school achievements this year, and I’m sure 

you’ll agree Greenfield pupils have been successful at everything 
they participate in. We plan for future issues of the newsletter to 
have even more involvement from pupils, with both written work 
and art work being showcased in their self-produced magazine. 
As well as telling you all about our school news, future issues will 
also have a theme based around local and national priorities, 

such as literacy, numeracy and well-being. We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all parents and carers for their continued 

support of the school, and ask if you have any ideas for other 
suitable topics to be covered that you contact the school office to 

share them with us.

Important Dates for Your Diary 
AUTUMN TERM 2013

Monday 2nd September to Friday 25th October
&

Monday 4th November to Friday 20th December

HALF TERM
Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November

INSET DAYS
Monday 2nd September l Thursday 10th October l Friday 11th October


