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Cre8 
As part of the Business Class project that has been set up between Greenfield and Tesco Merthyr 

Tydfil, this term we have been working hard on the Cre8 project.
This was set up between Nest, Careers Wales and the Business Class project.

A group of pupils were selected from the school and given the problem of trying to develop an 
eco-friendly product that would benefit the school. 

Over the term the pupils worked hard with help from Michelle Pedro from Nest at British Gas, Jo 
O’Keefe from Careers Wales and Chris and Ceri from Tesco. The pupils came up with the idea to 
develop an accessible park for the playground. The kinetic energy created from the use of the 

park would then be converted to energy to heat our hydrotherapy pool, 
hence saving us money!

The final of the Cre8 competition was held in The Senedd, Cardiff Bay in January. Our team was 
competing against pupils from all senior schools from the Heads of the Valley Cluster. It was a 

really enjoyable day whereby each team had to be interviewed by a range of judges, including 
Lesley Griffiths the minister for Education at the Welsh Assembly before conducting a presentation 

of our product to all other schools and judges.
The day ended with a presentation for attendance by the judges and Team Greenfield ‘Kinetic 

Energy Play’ won the award for Best Product Idea.
A fantastic achievement by all involved!



Creative Schools
As part of our Global Citizenship work, S3 and S7 have 

been part of a ‘Creative Schools’ project. Pupils worked 
with creative practitioners to plan and carry out a 

communication project with two schools: one in Chile 
and another in Italy. Pupils were responsible for creating 

interview style questions in order to get to know our
 international friends.

As well as this, our pupils collected photographs of 
Merthyr Tydfil and our school and compiled video 

footage to e-mail to both schools. 
On 15th March, pupils used Skype to contact both 

schools and had very successful online conversations. 
A blog is in the process of being designed so that our 

communications may continue. 

Red Nose Day
This year we decided to hold a ‘Greenfield’s 
Got Talent’ concert to raise money for Comic 
Relief.  We all had lots of fun on the day and 

Greenfield’s very own Ant and Dec hosted the 
concert with special guest appearances from 

David Walliams, Alesha Dixon and Simon Cowell.  
The pupils outdid themselves with their talents 
and a fabulous morning was had by all not to 

mention the fantastic £100 we raised for an 
excellent charity!  Da iawn Greenfield!!  

Chinese New Year
In February as part of our work on Global Citizenship the whole school celebrated Chinese New 

Year. We tasted and cooked Chinese food; we wrote our names in Chinese characters and opened 
fortune cookies. We look forward to celebrating again next year!

 



G1
In G1 this term we explored the jungle and different African animals, it was amazing to have a visit 

from ZooLab. We got to meet a large African snail, a rat and a snake.
We explored traditional farms and loved listening to the storybook ‘What the Ladybird Heard’. We 

hope to plan a visit to a farm next.
  

        

Spring Term in Foundation Phase
This term the Foundation Phase Department have been learning all about ‘Animals’.  We have 

had lots of fun learning about animals all over the world and their habitats.  Some of our role play 
areas have included jungles, farm shops and a stable for our horses in our school garden.  We 

invited ZooLab into our school and we enjoyed learning about the different animals and feeling 
the various textures of their skins and coats.    

.
    

Building a house for the animals

School Council News
This term our school council have been very busy. 

They have had many meetings where they have been 
discussing the school values in detail and contributed to 

writing school policies.  
School council members have worked very hard to 
put together the new pupil friendly Anti-bullying and 

Safeguarding Policies; these have been displayed in every 
classroom within our school. 

Councillors had lunch with the ESTYN team where they 
discussed all the good things that happen in Greenfield 

School. 



G3
In G3 we had lots of fun learning about 
animals all over the world and learning 

about their habitats.  Some of our role play 
areas have included jungles, farm shops 
and a stable for our horses in our garden.  
We invited ZooLab into our school and we 

enjoyed learning about the different animals 
and feeling the various textures of their skins 

and coats.   

G2

Feeding the animals

   Caring for animals
 Counting animals

Building a house for the animals

Exploring materials

G2 held a birthday 
party for the tiger 
who came to tea

G4

G5
G5 have enjoyed learning about animals 

this term. As part of our topic we learned all 
about cows and what they provide for us. 
We loved making butter and pretended to 

milk a cow.  

Lucas at the Zoo Lab visit

Matching 
amounts

Printing with fruit

Rowan at the Zoo Lab Visit

Zack at the Zoo Lab visit

Rowan and Sebastian exploring 
the sensory box

St David’s Day Celebration



G7 
This term in G7 we have really enjoyed finding 
out about and exploring minibeasts.  We have 

been on minibeast hunts where we have found 
lots of different creepy crawlies and have been 
able to name them and find out a little about 
where they live. We have loved reading the 

brilliant books ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and 
‘Superworm’.     

G8
Pupils in G8 have had a very busy term looking at habitats. As 
part of our topic we have researched polar, desert and jungle 
environments. We have also investigated the Victorians and 

really enjoyed looking at artefacts from that time. 
During our maths lessons we have been working with money. 
We have been making different amounts of money and used 

QR codes to shop! 
We have also spent lots of time looking at shapes, we really 

enjoyed making shapes using geometrics- this was great fun! 
Our art focus has been learning about the artist Piet Mondrian. 

We tried to paint in the same style, using black strips to mark 
out shapes and by sticking shapes onto black card.

G9
In G9 we enjoyed lots of trips out 
in the community this term. We 
visited lots of different places to 

investigate animal habitats. When 
visiting the community we also 

practised our money handling skills. 
In class we created our own version 

of a ‘Starry Night’ by Vincent Van 
Gogh. Didn’t we do a fantastic job! 

 

Spring Term in Key Stage 2 
This term Key Stage 2 have been following the IPC topic ‘Earth-Our Home’. We have had a great 
deal of fun and lots of learning through this topic. We held a mini beast hunt and we made mud 

pies. Some classes visited Daerwynno outdoor activity centre and looked at habitats with Frank, the 
forest ranger. We have been looking at ‘Life long ago’ and studied artefacts from the Victorian era. 
We have visited the local community each week looking for signs of Spring; we found daffodils, buds 

on trees and everything starting to look a bit ‘greener’ in the sunshine!

 

.
G6 

In G6 we have explored the 
school grounds hunting for 

different creepy crawlies. We 
learned the names for lots of 

different insects.   



Spring Term in Key Stage 3 
The topic for Key Stage 3 this term has been ‘Chocolate’. All classes have loved learning through this 

topic. We have researched where in the world cocoa beans come from, how the beans travel to 
the UK and how they are used to make chocolate. We have cooked, planned scientific experiments 
and of course tasted lots of chocolate. We have also read Roald Dahls ‘Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory’ and watched both the old and new versions of the films to compare which 
one we like the best.   

 S1
This term in S1 we have been following the theme of 

‘Chocolate.’ We were very lucky to be given the chance 
to visit Cadbury’s World in Birmingham to have a tour of 

the factory and witness how chocolate is made. We had a 
fabulous day together and laughed from start to finish. We 
were very proud of the class who acted with great maturity 
throughout the trip. We enjoyed the coach journey to and 
from the factory, lunch together at the café, taking part 
in guided tours with others schools and most importantly 

tasting lots of yummy chocolate!
S2

In S2 we began the term by launching our theme 
through a fantastic visit to Cadbury World. We 

tasted freshly made chocolate and visited a 4D 
cinema.  We have learned about the importance 
of Fairtrade for farmers around the world. We have 
also been shopping in the community for Fairtrade 

products to use in our Food Technology lessons. 
As a class we celebrated Chinese New Year by 
making a Chinese dragon using our handprints 

and we opened fortune cookies.

S3
Estimating and weighing chocolate in grams using an 

electronic scales.

Tom – the waiter taking orders of food during Welsh 
“Beth wyt ti’n hoffi?” (What do you like?)

S4
In S4 this term we have enjoyed 
learning about chocolate.  We 
have designed and produced 
our own chocolate bars.  We 
have also made chocolate 

scented playdough, but it didn’t 
taste like chocolate.  We enjoyed 
learning about cocoa trees and 

life in Brazil.



Spring Term in Key Stage 4 
This term Key Stage 4 has been studying the IPC topic ‘Bake It!’ We have made lots of scrumptious 

dishes including a range of breads, chocolate cakes and BBQ feasts. Pupils have planned and 
tested scientific predictions: experimenting with evaporation, condensation and designing a model 

of a river which showed the flow from source to mouth. Pupils have developed their own success 
criteria for procedural writing and created lots of new exciting recipes.

.S5
S5 have had a really fun term with 

our topic ‘Bake It’. We have enjoyed 
mixing ingredients, seeing the effects of 
yeast raising, melting and freezing foods 
and making lots of delicious recipes to 

taste.  

S6
S6 have been exploring changing states and how 
it affects cooking. The class conducted a scientific 

investigation on the best conditions for yeast to 
rise. They then looked at how yeast is used to make 

bread. Pupils also explored changing states by 
melting chocolate to make chocolate cakes – the 
best bit was eating them once they were cooked! 

S7
In S7 we have made lots of scrumptious dishes including a range of breads, chocolate 

cakes and BBQ feasts. 
Pupils have developed their own success criteria for procedural writing 

and created lots of new exciting recipes. 
We have also used technology to communicate with a school in Italy and a school in Chile. 

We now have global links with both schools and will continue to 
communicate through a blog.

We have had a very enjoyable term and look forward to starting our next theme ‘Roots, 
Shoots and Fruits’. 

 



SL1 
Our theme this term has been ‘Growing Up’. As part of this theme we have been working on our 
independent living skills in the kitchen. We have had lots of fun making lots of different foods and 

using a range of equipment in the kitchen.

SL2 
We have had a busy term completing 

our Edexcel units. 
One unit that we looked at was ‘Caring for Pets.’ 
We visited a number of pet shops where we were 

able to handle lots of different pets from hamsters to 
snakes. We were able to ask lots of questions about 
the pets to find about their needs and learn how to 
care for them. We have also enjoyed researching 

pets and finding lots of interesting facts about them 
using the internet. This has been one of our favourite 

units to study this year!

SL3 
In SL3 the pupils had the idea to start an enterprise to sell 

breakfast rolls every Friday morning. 
Pupils decided to design a poster advertising the rolls using 

ICT and developing skills such as changing the font and 
inserting pictures. They also designed and produced order 
forms for staff and students to be able to order their rolls in 
advance. Pupils ensured the designs for each were clear 

and easy to use. 
We worked hard to follow health and safety procedures we 
have previously learned when preparing and making rolls for 

the school. 
The rolls were a great success and SL3 will continue with our 

enterprise project.

SL4
As part of our physical education we attend weekly 
swimming sessions at Rhydycar Leisure Centre. We 

have set students a challenge to swim the length of the 
River Taff in Rhydycar pool. Students researched the 

length of the river, which they found out is 64 000 m. The 
student who swims the furthest distance or completes 
the entire distance will win a prize.  Students are very 
competitive and are tracking their progress weekly.  



St.David’s Day
We celebrated St David’s day by holding a Welsh 

assembly. We sang Welsh songs, including our 
national anthem; we listened to traditional stories 

from Wales and tasted delicious Welsh cakes.
 

Chromebooks
We have recently purchased a cab of Chromebooks for our Key Stage 3 pupils. As our pupils lives are 

filled with technology we are quick to embrace new developments. 
We believe that using Chromebooks will enable our pupils to become responsible 

digital citizens and lifelong learners. 
We hope that the Chromebooks will bring enormous educational benefits to the pupils where they 

will be able to create, share and collaborate using a range of Google Apps for Education. The 
Chromebooks will allow the pupils to work effectively using cloud based applications. 

We hope to purchase more Chromebooks over the next academic year for our Key Stage 4 and Post 
16 department. 

 

Peer Mentoring
Our peer mentoring scheme has been running for 
a whole term now. Greenfield peer mentors are 

thoroughly enjoying the chance to help their friends 
in the playground, in lessons and around the school. 

We have held a launch assembly and invited 
Headlands School who have been running the 

peering mentoring scheme for a number of years to 
explain how the scheme works in their school and 
how it helps the students. Peer mentors from both 
schools exchanged tips and discussed challenges 

that may arise when volunteering as a peer mentor. 
Our peer mentors have been given their own printed 

t-shirts, which have helped them to become more 
visible around the school and it allows other students 

to know where to go to seek help. 
The peer mentors are looking forward to helping even 

more pupils in the summer term.
 
 



Fundraising News
The fundraising committee have had another successful year raising funds for our pupils.

Last year our aim was to purchase a new stage. We achieved this and were able to purchase 
two hundred new chairs for our hall as well. The stage has been put to excellent use with a superb 

Christmas carol concert and the brilliant Greenfield’s Got Talent show for Comic Relief.
Our Christmas Fayre was a huge success which raised a fantastic £4358.22. Thanks to all that 

joined us, these funds make a real difference to our school.
We applied for a grant from Tesco Bags of Help scheme and we were very lucky and were runners 

up and won a fantastic £10,000. This money will be used to develop a project 
called The Kitchen Garden. 

We have received much appreciated support from our sponsors Andrea Morgan, Hwyel Davies 
and Mark Stead of Empressive Motor Company, Merthyr Tydfil.

This year, we will focus on developing an accessible outdoor area that will be suitable for our 
pupils using wheelchairs.

Thank you all for your continuing support, it is greatly appreciated.

 
 

Eco School
Our Eco work during the Spring Term. 



Sign2Sing
RAISING MONEY FOR THE DEAF HEALTH CHARITY 

SIGNHEALTH
Staff and pupils worked hard for many weeks 

practising singing and signing this year’s charity 
song ‘Together’. In doing so we have developed our 

signing skills further, learning new signs to enhance 
the communication throughout the school.

On February 10th the whole school, wearing pink 
and purple gathered to perform the song and an 

amazing job was done!
The enthusiasm throughout the whole school ensured 

that we raised a total of £141.80 in total for the 
charity which helps to give deaf children and adults 

a brighter future.
A big thankyou to all who took part and gave so 

generously.

A Fond Farewell
We would like to bid a fond farewell to one of our long standing members of staff. Mrs Salter has 

worked in Greenfield School for the past 14 years. She has worked in many classes across the primary 
and senior schools and will be greatly missed by both pupils and staff. Mrs Salter will be moving on to 

work in Blaenau Gwent as a teacher of MDVI supporting five different schools. 
We would like to wish Mrs Salter the best of luck in her new endeavours and would like her to promise 

to visit us soon. 

 

Gymnastics
Congratulations to the following pupils who 
made it to the Welsh Gymnastics final:  Alex 

Phillips, Lewys Jones, Shaun Smith, Charlie Parker, 
Harry Phillips, Martin Evans, Jordan Walsh, Jordan 
Sloman,  Georgia Morris, Zona Cox, Anisha Jones 

and  Ailisha Evans.
These pupils did a fantastic job at representing 

Greenfield School and should be extremely proud 
of their achievements.  The pupils took part in 3 

events; floor, vault and bench. 
We are very pleased to say that Harri Phillips won 
Gold overall in the KS2 Silver category; however 

we are still waiting for the KS3, KS4 and KS5 results 
to be processed by Welsh Gymnastics but all 

pupils demonstrated outstanding sportsmanship. 

Twitter
Please follow our school on twitter @
greenfield_sch to keep up to date 
with information and to celebrate 

success with us. 

Cardiff Blues Rugby Sessions
During the first half of this term we linked up with the 

Cardiff Blues who came into our school to deliver 
coaching sessions for one hour a week to a group of 28 
pupils. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed each session and 
gained great social skills along the way. They went from 

strength to strength each week and gained a great 
relationship with Daniel Parry and the rest of the blues 

coaches. At the end of the programme they played in a 
six nations spectacular where Ireland emerged victorious. 
We look forward to developing our relationship with the 
Cardiff Blues and working with them in the future. We will 
be taking our rugby team to compete at the Arms Park 

on May 12th in the Blues rugby festival!  


