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Letter From Mr.Murphy
Dear Parent/Carers
On behalf of the staff and governors at Greenfield School, I would like to wish all pupils, parents and
carers a very happy and holy Christmas and every blessing for the New Year.
As we approach the end of what has been a very busy but productive autumn term, the whole school
community is looking forward to a well-earned rest. As we approach the fourth week of Advent, it is
inevitable that our minds may start to drift away from the hard work of our day to day school business, to
the festive period itself. The prospect of Christmas cheers us and lifts our spirits away from the cold and
dark seasonal weather. It is a time to be thankful for the unique community spirit that is experienced by
all who walk through our doors; it is undoubtedly the strength of Greenfield School.
I am sure that you would like to join with me in thanking all of the staff and governors for their continued
tremendous hard work and commitment to the children of the school during the year. Our dedicated
team have put so much into making this school what it is and for providing the very best education for
each and every child in the school community. Thank you.
I would like to thank our wonderful children for their hard work throughout this term. It has been a
privilege to see the pupils of our school adapting to their new classroom environments in September,
learning new concepts from an ever challenging curriculum and making progress throughout the term.
Each and every child has contributed to the school’s improvement journey and they should feel very
proud of their fine achievements.
Finally, I would also like to thank our fantastically supportive parents and carers. We are so lucky at
Greenfield to have such a richly diverse community and I have really enjoyed seeing the school’s
partnership with parents and carers strengthen over the past year, which has helped to ensure the very
best outcomes for our children. By working together, we can ensure that our children enjoy their time at
our school, make good progress and leave us as responsible, if appropriate well-qualified, mature young
people, ready to make a valued contribution to society. We have received so many positive comments
about the children’s behaviour and attitude from a range of visitors to the school and you should all feel
very proud of them! The children wearing uniform has been a massive success and has raised standards
across the school.
Please remember that our new term begins on Monday 7th January and we look forward to seeing all
of our children return refreshed and eager to learn in the new calendar year.
Merry Christmas to you all!
With very best wishes for the festive period,
W A Murphy

50 Years of Greenfield - An Anniversary Ball

This year Greenfield School celebrates its 50th anniversary. To celebrate the event, Friends of
Greenfield, which is a registered charity, organised a Black Tie Ball. Almost one hundred guests
enjoyed an evening of entertainment and a three course meal at The Guest Keen Club, Dowlais. An
auction and raffle were held and the fantastic sum of £4196.28 was raised on the evening.
Friends of Greenfield would like to thank everyone who attended, especially those who so generously
donated money, raffle and auction prizes. Also, a special thanks to Peggy and Nathan at The Guest
Keen Club for their help. A wonderful night was had by all. The money raised will make such an impact
on the learning of our pupils at Greenfield.

End of Term Disco

Friends of Greenfield organised an end of half term disco. All the pupils had a
great time and some dressed up in Halloween costumes which were brilliant!
Our next disco will be held on December 20th where we will be helping to
raise money for the Madlug charity. Madlug provides luggage for children
in care to provide them with some dignity and prevent them carrying their
belongings in bin bags when faced with moving between foster placements.
Friends of Greenfield would like to wish you all a ‘Merry Christmas’ and thank
you all for your continued support.

Anti-Bullying Week 2018

The whole school took part in Anti-Bullying week and World Kindness Day. Anti-Bullying week provides
an opportunity to raise awareness of, and consider potential solutions to, one of the most challenging
problems faced by young people today.
This year each class completed different activities around the themes of friendship, being kind,
respecting others and cyber bullying. All classes tried to complete random acts of kindness like giving
hugs, giving someone a compliment or by just smiling.
The week gave pupils lots of different strategies to help them make positive friendships and to make
them more aware of ways bullying may occur, how to manage bullying if they are a victim or if they
witness bullying.
Nod y wers: a poem about anti-bullying
They want to ruin your life,
You’ll be a prisoner under their reign,
Those who hold the knife,
Want to fill you with pain.
Physically and emotionally,
They want to break you,
They’ll persist until finally,
You break down and pay what you’re due.
Every day, all of the time,
The same pattern of prejudice and violence,
Bitter and twisted, like a lime,
They say you’ll end up in an ambulance.
Don’t worry, there’s a light at the end,
They are monsters, not actual people,
Find friends that don’t pretend,
They make you feel unequal.
So remember, while these people call you what they may,
You should never listen to a thing they say.
Joel Thomas SL4

Oily Cart & The National Theatre Of Wales

We had a fantastic opportunity to work with the Oily Cart and National Theatre Wales for a
Splish Splash multi sensory session. The Oily Cart team created a water wonderland in our
hydrotherapy pool by using underwater lighting, bubbles and live music
with floating instruments.
It was an amazing session for some of our younger learners and we would like to express
our thanks to the Oily Cart team. It was fantastic to see our non-verbal students respond to
these sessions in ways we have never seen before. We eagerly await their return!

River Island Fashion Show

November 2018 saw the first ever Greenfield Fashion Show being held
in memory of Mrs. Hughes our much loved school clerk who worked at
Greenfield for 15 years and sadly passed away last year.
The event was sponsored by River Island and their latest ad campaign
‘#LABELS ARE FOR CLOTHES NOT PEOPLE’.
All children in the senior department had the opportunity to volunteer to
participate and this resulted in a mass of pupils descending on the River
Island store at Cyfarthfa Retail Park in order to choose their
outfits for the show.
The staff at River Island Merthyr, headed up by Store Manager Beth
Nicholas and area manager Nadine, treated us like V.I.Ps with our own
personal shopping service. Each and every member of staff at the store
went over and above to support our pupils on the day.
All pupils were impeccably behaved and represented the school to an
excellent standard.
On the day of the show pupils were treated to pamper sessions to
prepare them for their catwalk debut and each and every one of them
looked amazing!
A raffle was held on the day and we would like to thank the following
retailers at Cyfarthfa Retail Park for their generous donations; River Island
Head Office, M&S, Topshop at Outfit, Lancome at Debenhams, Boots,
Matalan and Mary’s Bakery in Merthyr Town Centre. We would also like to
thank B&Q Merthyr for donating the lighting for us to decorate the stage
and catwalk.
We would also like to say a big thank you to Mrs. Hughes family who
joined us on the day to celebrate in her memory.
Lastly, the biggest ‘Thank You’ goes to each and every pupil that
participated on the day, they ‘strutted’ their stuff like supermodels and
created an atmosphere in the hall that was electric. We can’t wait for
our next fashion show!

Credit Union Awards

We were invited to the National Credit Union Awards for
Wales in October 2018 and were delighted to find that we
had been nominated for the Schools Partnership Award.
Staff who run the Credit Union scheme in our school and
a group of students who also help run the ‘School Bank’
attended the awards which were held at The Pier Head
Building in Cardiff Bay.
We had an absolutely fabulous day and won the Highly
Commended Award for the Schools Partnership Category
which was presented by BBC news presenter Jennifer Jones.

Queen’s Tree Planting

The Wellbeing Council met with Gerald Jones; Member of
Parliament for Merthyr and Rhymney and other Council members,
during the autumn term.
Gerald Jones MP; accepted a hazel tree on behalf of the Queen’s
Commonwealth Community. The tree has been planted in the
forest school area of Greenfield School.
The tree was donated from the Queen’s garden to unite the whole
Commonwealth family to save one of the world’s most important
natural habitats-forests.
The council members enjoyed planting the tree and eating Welsh
cakes made by our students working in our Bake My Day café with
Mr Murphy, Mrs Rowlands, Mr Jones and Mr Powell.
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ISSUE 3

Introduction
It is time for S5 (Crib Goch) to take over! We have decided to do a Christmas
special. We have Christmas songs, fashion, beauty and even some cooking! We
have hilarious jokes that will make you LOL and we even packed in a yummy
Christmas recipe.
Merry Christmas!

#holidaysarecoming
Christmas is coming! The Coca-Cola lorry is back on
tour in the UK for its eighth year. The lorry has
8,772 fairy lights. The 2018 tour started in Glasgow
on the 9th of November. It will visit 24 different
places across the UK. The lorry makes its final stop
in London on 16th December. The lorry visited Cardiff
on the 17th and 18th of November. Lots of people went
to have photos with the famous lorry. Some people
queued all day just to get a can of coke from the
lorry.
By Rhydian

Jolly Jingles!
We have listened to lots of Christmas songs in class. Here are our favourites.
Scan the QR codes to listen.
By Kieran and Alfie

Christmas Around The World
UK
In the UK Christmas is about spending time with your family and friends. People
have Christmas trees and give presents. People eat turkey for Christmas day and
lots of other yummy foods. Children leave stockings out for Santa.
Russia
In Russia Christmas is celebrated on the 7th of January. Some people do not eat at
all on the 6th of January until the first star appears in the sky. They then eat a
special meal called sochivo which is like porridge.
Germany
In Germany advent calendars are very important. They have ones with special
presents inside. Germans open their presents on Christmas Eve.
France
In France they have lots of nativity scenes for people to visit. Santa is called
Père Noël.
Japan
In Japan Christmas is a day to be kind to each other. They also eat fried chicken
instead of turkey.
South Korea
There are more Christians in South Korea than in many other Asian countries such
as China and Japan.
China
In China, only one percent of people are Christians, so most people only know a
few things about Christmas. Because of this, Christmas is often celebrated in
major cities.
Poland
It is customary to break up and give the Christmas wafer which is made of flour
and water. On December 26th Polish people get a day off work.
By Sam

Christmas Crackers to make you LOL
What do you call an old snowman? Water.
What’s the best Christmas present in the world?
A broken drum. You just can’t beat it.
How do snowmen get around? They ride an icicle!
What do you call Santa when he stops moving? Santa Pause.
Who is Santa’s favourite singer?
Elfis Presley.
Jokes by Amy
What’s so special about the Christmas alphabet?. There is Noel .
When does Christmas come before thanksgiving? In the dictionary.
What’s red and white and goes up and down?]Santa Claus in an elevator!
Jokes by Alfie J

BeaUTY
I love doing my makeup and nails. Here are some of my favourite
Christmas designs that you might like to try at home.
By Abbey

Christmas Style
I love dressing up for special occasions and since it’s Christmas I would love
to show you my favourite party looks. I love fashion and I recently took part in
the fashion show with River Island, it was fantastic! I have posted my favourite
Christmas outfits currently on sale in River Island. Happy shopping!
By Nikola

How to Make a Christmas Chocolate Log
Ingredients
For the cake you will need:
3 eggs
85g caster sugar
85g plain flour
2 tbsp cocoa
½ tsp baking powder
For the filling you will need:
50g butter
140g dark chocolate
1 tbsp golden syrup
284ml pot double cream
200g icing sugar
2-3 extra strong mint crushed (optional)
How to make
[1] Heat oven to 200c or 180c if gas.
[2] Grease and line a 23 x 32cm Swiss roll tin with baking parchment.
[3] Beat 3 eggs and 85g of caster sugar together with an electric whisk for about
8 minutes until thick and creamy
[4] Mix together 85g of plain flour with 2 tbsp of cocoa powder and ½ tsp baking
powder, then sift onto the egg mixture, fold in very carefully and pour into the
tin.
[5] Now tip the tin from side to spread the mixture into the corners. Bake for 10
mins.
[6] Lay a sheet of baking parchment on the work surface when the cake is ready
tip it onto the parchment, peel off the lining paper then roll the cake up from
its longest edge with the paper inside, leave to cool.
[7] To make the icing melt 50g butter and 140g dark chocolate together in a bowl
over a pan of hot water, take from the heat and stir in 1 tbsp golden syrup and 5
tbsp double cream. Beat in 200g of sifted icing sugar until smooth.
[8] Whisk the remaining double cream from the 284ml pot until it holds its shape.
[9] Unravel the cake then spread the cream over the top and scatter over 2-3
crushed extra strong mints if using them, carefully roll up again into a log.
[10] Cut a thick diagonal slice from the end of the log. Put the log on to a
plate then arrange the slice on the side with the diagonal cut against the cake
to make a branch.
[11] Spread the icing over the log and branch, don’t cover the ends, then use a
fork to mark the icing to give the effect of tree bark. Sprinkle with un-sifted
icing sugar to resemble snow and decorate with holly.

AUTUMN TERM ROUND UP

.

Foundation Phase

Throughout the autumn term the Foundation Phase has been enjoying a range of activities for our
topic ‘All About Me’. We have been learning how to take care of ourselves by brushing our teeth
each day and washing our hands.
We have enjoyed looking at our faces in the mirror and creating our own self-portraits, as well as
exploring our body parts through songs.
We also celebrated lots of other events, such as Bonfire Night and Diwali. This has included making
salt dough Diva lamps and mark making in Indian spices, as well as using shapes to print rockets and
using musical instruments to create firework sounds.

.

Key Stage 2

We have had a busy first term in key stage 2 learning through the topic of ‘Ourselves’.
We have been reading some of our favourite Julia Donaldson stories such as ‘The Gruffalo’, ‘The Stick
Man’ as well as ‘Funnybones’ by Janet and Allan Ahlberg.
We have loved taking our lessons outside as much as possible this term, especially to Forest Schools
to read our stories. We have been encouraging our learners to be healthy, confident individuals while
exploring the season of autumn through our senses and genuinely having as much fun as
possible whilst learning.
In maths we have been showing what ambitious and capable learners we can be through measuring
activities using sticks, cubes and shoes to measure our hands, feet and bodies. We have been
producing pictograms of hair and eye colour using our ICT skills.

Key Stage 3

This term key stage 3 has been exploring the topic
‘Active Planet’. We have really enjoyed finding out
about our world and some of the natural disasters
that affect people globally. S1&2 had a fantastic day
out at Cardiff Museum, we learned all about why
volcanoes and earthquakes happen. We even had
a go at making earthquake proof structures from
spaghetti and clay. All this learning can be stressful
so G9 have been channelling their inner Zen through
yoga and meditation sessions, ommmmmmmm!

Key Stage 4

What a fantastic term! Pupils have taken ownership of their own learning and truly ‘Expressed
themselves!’ which was our IPC topic. Let us hear directly from our key stage 4 students…
“I have enjoyed expressing myself through story writing.” Grace
“I have handled money and chatted to everyone out in the community.” Sam
“I have loved the Fitness Locker, I have worked hard on the bikes.” Kieran
“Swansea City footballers have taught me so much about football.” Rhydian
“I love going to fix the bikes and rebuild them the way I want.” Morgan
“I think going to the different parks for humanities has been fun.” Braiden
“I love going to Dowlais and learning new sports.” Owain
“I really enjoy Bryn Bach Parc. I loved canoeing, even though it was freezing!” Morgan J
“I really liked going to Cardiff museum and looking at all the different art work” Nikola

SL1

SL1 have had a very busy term. We have been
busy completing our Edexcel and Essential Skills
Wales communication accreditations.
Our favourite part of this term has been
gardening at The Royal Crescent Allotments,
Penydarren every Wednesday. We have been
digging, cutting, planting, painting
and lots more.
The sensory garden is looking fantastic at
the allotment and we can’t wait for our
vegetables and flowers to start
growing in the spring.

SL2

Corn Du (SL2) has been extremely busy making homemade Christmas Cards. We have been
overwhelmed by the response of Greenfields’ pupils, family and friends and have made 780 cards.
We have made £200 for our Greenfield charity.
The pupils have worked extremely hard to not only complete a module of Edexel coursework, but
have been working on fine motor skills, reading, writing and communication.

SL3

This term we have been working on building our
fitness levels.
Each Friday we have been visiting The Fitness Locker, on Pant
Industrial Estate to use the excellent facilities there.
We have worked on developing strength as well as physical
fitness. We enjoy making our own way up from school on the
public service bus and developing our independent living skills
at the same time.

SL4

Most of this term in SL4 has been taken up with beginning our new Essential
Skills Wales accreditations alongside completing
Agored Cymru qualifications.
But our favourite part of the term has been completing a ‘Reindeer
Run’ during our weekly gym sessions. This incorporated students setting
themselves the challenge of running 10km, 15km or 20km on a treadmill
throughout the month of December.
We had so much fun and improved our fitness levels at the same time.

Children In Need 2018

Our pupils were very excited to take part in lots of activities to support
Children in Need 2018 and help raise lots of money for worthy causes.
Activities this year included our junior pupils completing a Pudsey Bear
treasure hunt around the school grounds. Staff were so impressed by
how pupils worked together to look at the clues and find out where the
next Pudsey was. The senior school held a non-stop cycle throughout
the day. Every child and staff member in the department needed to
spend five minutes cycling on an exercise bike.
It was lots of fun. A great day was had by all involved and we raised
an amazing £357. Thank you to everyone for their kind donations and
support for this worthwhile charity.

Rememberance Day

Thank you for all of the beautiful poppies that pupils made for homework over
half term. We used them to create a beautiful display in the senior building to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the end of the First World War.
Pupils also took part in a whole school assembly where they discussed the
bravery of those who fought in the war. We discussed why the poppy is used
as a symbol of remembrance and created a remembrance tree which was
displayed in the hall. Pupils watched a beautiful and evocative animation that
focused on war as experienced by animals in the First World War battlefield.

Code Club

This term we have set up a coding club with some of our key stage 3 pupils. Each week the pupils get
together and take part in lots of fun coding activities.
So far we have completed projects using Scratch, which is an online community where you can create
your own interactive stories, games, and animations. The pupils have also enjoyed completing a ‘Rock
Band’ project. Over the up and coming terms we are going to start using the microbits and continue
to complete lots of different projects on Scratch!

Careers Fayre

Some classes from the Post 16 department visited a Careers
Wales Skills Fayre held at Rhydycar Leisure Centre. We had
a fun packed morning visiting lots of different stalls run by
local colleges and organisations which gave our students an
insight into different career opportunities available to them
once they leave Greenfield.

Bake My Day Cafe

Our Bake My Day café has become a great success
since its opening in May of this year and is popular with
staff and pupils alike. Our students have developed many
skills whilst working in the café providing lunches for pupils
and staff.
They have been kept very busy catering for special
events throughout the year including providing
refreshments for the tree planting ceremony, fashion
show and the Macmillan coffee morning where they
raised £140 for a worthy cause close to our hearts.

Boccia Tournament

To improve our already fantastic sports development programme, this term we
have introduced Greenfield School’s first Boccia team.
A group of pupils from our 14-19 department travelled across south Wales to
play against pupils of similar abilities in Boccia matches. We have also enjoyed
hosting our own matches which other schools have attended.
We have competed against:
Ty Gwyn School, Cardiff
Hen Felin School, Rhondda
Ty Coch School, Pontypridd
Penmaes School, Brecon
Our pupils have not only been fantastic representatives for Greenfield School
but have also gained sporting and social skills. Well done to our Boccia team!
Pupils were a credit to the school putting in a great effort and coming away
with a healthy medal return. Every pupil involved brought home a medal in at
least one event. Well done Greenfield!

Heronsbridge Football Tournament

This year, we took our school football team to the annual
Heronsbridge football tournament at its new venue Bridgend FC.
The boys came through a difficult group with three victories and
some brilliant football was played.
We awaited a tricky test against Maesgwyn School in the final;
who have an excellent record in the competition. A spirited
performance and great effort kept the team in the game until
the later stages where two quick fire goals handed
Maesgwyn the win.
Greenfield School walked away with the runners up medal and
the ‘Fair Play’ award for showing respect and for playing the
game in the right spirit.
All the team had an extremely good day out and were a
credit to the school, with plenty of positives to take from the
tournament. The future is looking bright for this young team.

Swimming Gala

On Thursday 22nd November we took our pupils to
the Cardiff International Pool to take part in the annual
Welsh Sports Association For People With Learning
Disabilities swimming championship. This once again
proved a very successful event for our pupils; they
performed exceptionally well, competing in the 25
metre front crawl and backstroke races. Twenty of our
pupils participated in the event and they showed true
Greenfield spirit coming away with a number of gold,
silver and bronze medals. Well done to all pupils who
took part in the event, Da iawn Greenfield.

